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Oxford and Cambridge - Why 
bother?

·Quality of resources

·Quality of teaching

·Support for students

NOT

ωMy uncle went there

ωI want to be in Footlights

ωSocial cachet

ωLǘΩǎ ǎƻ ǇǊŜǘǘȅetc.



Oxford and Cambridge - Why Not?

·Early application ςcan the applicant be sure by 
early September?

·Interviewsςhow does the applicant feel about 
these?

·Course availability ςis what the applicant wants 
available, e.g., joint honours?

·Course structure ςis the structure of the course 
the right one for the applicant ?

·Qualificationsςwill they be sufficient? 



Oxford and Cambridge Entry

Entry is based on ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ overall UCAS 
application 

There must be

·An appropriate range of choices

·A well structuredand persuasivepersonal statement

·A carefullycompleted application

These will be based on work with personal/careers 
tutors and this gets under way in June/July 



Oxford and Cambridge Entry

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ άƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅέ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
·Early Applications

The last week of September
·Even higher demand ςintense competition ςeven 

good applicants struggle
·!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άƘǳǊŘƭŜǎέ
·Online Forms (Cambridge)
·Personal statements which might be for contrasting 

subjects
·Tests 
·Interviews



·Offers will typically be A*AA at A level ςwill not 
consider less
·Some indication of this increasing to 4 As for some 

subjects (Churchill College)
·Additional College form completed online
·Will include UMS scores on EVERY AS and A2 module
·Tests
·BMAT test for Medicine in College

·New Cambridge Law Test

·Other tests taken at interview ςe.g., TSA

·Examples of completed work may be requested
·Interviews spread through December
·Possible pool to mid/late January

Cambridge Entry ςSome Specifics



Cambridge Entry ςSome Specifics

·The use of individual module scores means that 
departments may be looking for a minimum of 85-
90% in ALLmodules at AS
·There is an expectation of A* grades at GCSE

(although this will be checked against school average)
·No pre-interview test regime as for Oxford BUT 

applicants for medicine will be expectedto have high 
BMAT scores, and testing whilst there for interview 
(e.g., the TSA) will be rigorous
·Emphasis on further qualifications, e.g., Maths 

applicants will be asked for STEP papers, AEAsmay be 
asked for in some subjects, etc.



Oxford Entry ςSome Specifics

·Tests in various subjects to be taken in College 
· BMAT

· History

· English 

·Maths 

· Computer Science 

· PPE 

·LNAT test for Law taken with Pearson Vue(as with the 
Driving Theory test)

·Examples of completed work

·Interview week including possible pool



Oxford Entry ςSome Specifics

·Offers were AAAat A level this year ςwill not 
consider less (AAAA for Mathematics) ςnot likely to 
rise  to Cambridge / Imperial A*AA until 2012?

·The UCAS form combined with tests will pre-screen 
students ςremoving at least 15%of applicants 
before interview week on average

·They will expect A gradesin all of your AS subjects 
and A* gradesas the majority of your GCSEs
(although this should be checked against school 
average)



¢Ƙƛǎ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ CƛƎǳǊŜǎ

This year just 6 conditional offers? ςan unusually 
poor year

Last year 18 conditional offers and 2 unconditional 
offers ςan unprecedentedlygood year

Often 2:1 bias state vsprivate school background 
within Godalming sample

The sample is always very small so generalisations are 
often meaningless to the following year



What Are They Looking at?

Interview 

Performance

GCSE results

AS Grades/

UMS scores

A level 

predictions

Specific Course 

Requirements

Specialist test 

results

And then é

Meeting their conditional offer

The Personal 

Statement

The Reference

Sample Work



What Are They Looking for?

·Enthusiasmfor ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ chosen subject

·KnowledgeƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ

·Intellectual interest and initiative

·The confidence and capacity to respond to demands 
of tutorial/supervision systems

·Evidence of forethought and research

·Relevant work experience where necessary

·¢ƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ άself-motivated learnerέ ςsomeone keen 
enough to be able to show this degree of motivation ς
ENTHUSIASM!



Available Support

Other 

Sources

Careers 

Department

Me

Admissions 

Tutors/ 

Departments

Websites

Personal 

Tutor

Prospectuses

Other Guides

Other 

Teachers

Other 

Students

Godalming 

Online site



My Role

·Support applications ςI read all Oxbridge

·Provide realistic guidance

·Administration and support

BUT I CAN NOT

·Allow or forbid an application

·Provide everything needed

·Tell the applicant where to go

·Liaise with everyonein the process at all times



What Can You Do?
·Encourage: 
·Reading around ςsubject and university/college choice, including 
άƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅέ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ

·Considering college choices

·Going to Open Days or other visits

·Public lectures, courses, summer schools etc

·Check:
·Possible work experience (especially Law, Teaching, Med, etc), 

·Familiarity with Websites/prospectuses/student guides

·Drafts of personal statement

·The other 4 UCAS choices 

·Choices for A2

·Support: 
·Effective examination revision and performance ςevery module counts



Some useful books specific 
to Oxbridge Candidates

http://www.amazon.co.uk/A-level-sciences-Survival-Kit/lm/R14KOL7QVOXEGG/ref=cm_lmt_srch_f_1_rsrrrr0/202-0546806-7284630


The TrotmanGuide

(Semi-official) Guidance on:

�‡University structure

�‡Courses available

�‡Colleges and College choice

�‡Other issues ςe.g., the 
usefulness or otherwise of 
ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ! ƭŜǾŜƭǎ Χ


