
 

 

English Literature A Level 
 
Preparation work: Pre-course Reading, Research and Tasks 
We’re delighted that you are planning to study English Literature A level at Godalming College next 
year. We hope it will prove to be your favourite subject and will provide you with a set of skills that 
will last you a lifetime. Success in studying English Literature relies upon being a keen reader and 
we would like you to use the summer to read some challenging novels. We’d like you to read a 
minimum of four novels (but see if you can make it to six!). All the details are in the main reading 
tasks below. 
 

Specification: 
A good place to start to look at the A level specification and familiarise yourself with what you will 
be studying on the course: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.html 
 

Task 1: 
 
 

Please read the two comparative set texts, Frankenstein by Mary 
Shelley (Penguin Classics ISBN 0141439475) and Never Let Me Go by 
Kazuo Ishiguro (Faber and Faber ISBN 9780571258093). Please get 
these editions if you can, as you will then be ‘on the same page’ as the 
teacher in the autumn.  
 

As you read, make notes as follows: 
 

 Narrator: is the story narrated in the first person (‘I’)?  Is the narrator a character in the 
story?  Is it told in the third person (he, she), by an unnamed storyteller? 

 Time: does the narrator start at the beginning of the story and move forward from there? 
Is the narrator looking back on events which have already happened? Is the story already 
underway from the first page? Does the narrator tell you, at the beginning, what will 
happen later? 

 Setting: where is the opening of the story set? What is interesting about the culture of this 
place? What time of day is it? What’s the weather like? What mood does the setting put 
you in?  

 Message: decide what you think the book is mainly about and see if you can find evidence 
of this from the opening. 

 Genre: what kind of story is it? Crime thriller? Love story? War drama? What evidence for 
this do you have from the first few pages? 

 

Task 2: 
For your other books (two minimum but try and make it to six if you can), please pick something 
from the reading list on the next page.  As you read, make notes under the same headings as above. 
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.html


 

 

Suggested Reading: 

 



 

 
 

Progression Opportunities 
Why choose English Literature A Level:  
 
A level English courses are taken by students doing a wide variety of other subjects, in Arts, 
Humanities and Sciences. They go on to many different courses and careers. English is often a 
component in degree courses in Humanities as well as being a very popular choice as a single-
subject degree. The skills that you learn are a useful starting point for careers in the arts and the 
media, law and business, and in other professions where creativity, critical awareness and the 
ability to communicate clearly are needed.  

 
 

We hope you enjoy completing these tasks and look forward to you joining the 

course. 
 
 
 


